controversy

What if an heir to the throne wanted to enter into a
same-sex marriage?, asks local author V T Davey

LOCAL author has taken the

controversial theme of a

prospective same-sex

marriage within a royal

family as the central theme
for her second novel.

The book A Very Civil Wedding, by VT
Davey, begins with Princess Alexandra, the
eldest daughter of the Prince of Wales and
second in line to the throne, wishing to
marry her long-term partner Lieut Cdr
Grace Stephens.

Will it cause a constitutional crisis, and
will the Archbishop of Canterbury whom
they wish to bless their union be willing to
take the unprecedented step of going ahead?

Among the thought-provoking issues
which the author covers are the
relationship between the monarchy and the
church, and arguments for and against
same-sex marriage.

Born in the UK, the author, who is known
as Vic, moved with her family to Jersey at
the age of three.

Dublin

She was educated at the Jersey College
for Girls, read English and computing at
Canterbury University and gained an MBA
through long-distance learning at the
University of Dublin.

Vic works part-time at a company dealing
in employee relations and spends her
afternoons writing.

‘T drive myself to do some form of writing
every day,’ she said.

One of her main characters in her first
book, Black Art, is a transgender detective
who was born a woman but lives as a man.

Vic said that there was a lack of literature
for transsexual and transgender people.

‘By including this character in my first
book I had not wanted to write about the
process of changing sex. I aimed to
normalise it by making it a low-key feature
of the story,” she said.

Vic said she had chosen to write about a
royal family which had a similar structure
to the British royal family because they
were in a unique position in relation to the
Church of England and the law.

Vic with her second novel, A Very Civil
Wedding
Picture: MATTHEW HOTTON (02014781)

If the Church of England refused to bless
Princess Alexandra and Lieut Cdr Stephens
it would leave the heir to the throne and
future head of the Church of England being
seen in ecclesiastical eyes to be unmarried
and living in sin.

‘I have tried to give a balanced view in the
book and have added some humour, and it
would be nice if people from both sides of
the same-sex argument wanted to read it,’
she said.

In her spare time she writes a blog about
issues that affect the lesbian, gay, bi-sexual
and transgender community. She enjoys
being a cricket umpire and decorating
celebration cakes. Vic has set up her own
publishing company and her book is
currently available on Amazon.

She will be signing copies of her book, A
Very Civil Wedding, priced £7.99, at
Waterstones on Saturday 7 December
at1llam.
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